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this year @ 10/ p r pound, & by a law, the Quota of the City 
is to be paid entirely by those who staid there while the 
British army possessed it. My whole income this year will 
not pay my taxes. Such is the condition of this once glorious 
country;. while those are deemed parricides that refuse to 
lend their aid in bringing it to its present state of Misery. 



AN OLD FERRY AND AN OLD POST ROAD. 

BY JOHN CLEMENT. 

Immediately upon the surrender of the government by 
the Proprietors of East and West New Jersey to Queen 
Anne, many exclusive grants and privileges were established 
by authority, which at the present day would be regarded as 
monopolies of the most oppressive kind. These, however, 
gradually became unpopular and were legislated against or 
fell into disuse, and, but for the record showing their exist- 
ence, would not be known. Among the many of this char- 
acter are a few which have some local interest, and of these 
are the following : 

The first is that granted by Lord Cornbury in 1704 to 
John Reeve, to keep a ferry between Burlington and Phila- 
delphia, on the river Delaware. It is a curious document, 
entering much into detail as to price, and how the service 
shall be rendered. It is as follows : 

" Edward Viscount Cornbury, Captain-General and Gov- 
ernor-in-Chief in and over her Majesties provinces of New 
Jersey, New York, and all the territories and tracts of land 
depending thereon in America, and Vice- Admiral of the 
same. To Jeremiah Bass, Esq., Secretary of New Jersey, 
— greeting. You are hereby required that you forthwith 
prepare a bill to pass under the Great Seale of this pro- 
vince, containing a grant or license to John Beeve, to keep 
the ferry betwixt the town of Burlington and city of Phila- 
delphia, upon the river Delaware, and you are to insert 
therein the prices allowed him to take for ferriage of either 
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goods, passengers or any other carriage, viz. : for each pas- 
senger in company from the feast of our lady to the feast 
of St. Michaell the arch angle, for the sum — half year — 
one shilling, if single, to hire the boat, six shillings from 
the feast of St. Michaell the arch angle to the feast of our 
lady in the winter, half year, single, seven and eight pence; 
in company fifteen pence for every tun of flower ; ten shill- 
ings and six pence for every tun of bread; ten shillings for 
every hogshead of rum ; three shillings and the same for 
molasses and sugar ; for every pipe of wine five shillings ; 
for all barrels one shilling per piece; for lead and iron 
six pence per hundred ; for the beef ten pence per quarter ; 
for every hogg ten pence ; for every bushel of meale and 
salt three pence ; sheep and calves at the same rate with the 
hoggs dead. And you are to take security for the due per- 
formance of the same. 

" Given under my hand and seale this 11th day of Decem- 
ber, Anno Beg Anno nunc anglie, etc., Annoq Dei, 1704. 

" Cornbury." 

The ferry was simply an open boat with sails, giving 
neither comfort nor convenience to its patrons, and when 
the tide and wind were favorable had some pretensions to 
speed. There are some expressions in this charter that 
cannot be understood at this time, but enough is apparent 
to show that much care was used in guarding the people 
against the extortions of John Reeve if he should be so 
disposed in the exercise of his monopoly privileges. 

The second is a grant made to Hugh Huddy to establish 
a line of stages between Burlington and Perth Amboy, and 
the exclusive rights guaranteed to him are plainly set forth 
in the document itself. This right of monopoly read as 
follows : 

"Anne — by the grace of God of England, Scotland, 
France and Ireland — Queen — defender of the faith, etc. 
To all to whom these our present letter shall come. Greet- 
ing — Know yee that wee of our special grace, certain 
knowledge and meere motion, have given and granted and 
by these presents doe for our heirs and successors give and 
grant to Hugh Huddy, of the town of Burlington, within 
our province of New Jersey — Gent — full power, license and 
authority by himself, his servants or deputy, to sett up, keep, 
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use and imploy one or more stage coach or stage coaches, 
and one or more waggon or waggons, or any other, and soe 
many carrage or carrages as he shall see convenient for the 
carrying or transportation of goods and passengers, from the 
said towne of Burlington to the towne of Perth Amboy in the 
said province of New Jersey, and from the said towne of Perth 
Amboy to the towne of Burlington — and to and from any 
place on the road between the said two towns of Burlington 
and Perth Amboy. And that the said Hugh Huddy, by 
himself his servants, deputys and no other person or persons 
whatsover shall have and enjoy the said license and author- 
ity to keep, use and employ such stage coach or stage coaches, 
waggon or waggons, carrage or carrages, or any or either 
of them to and from the respective towns and places above 
mentioned. To have and to hold the license-power and 
authority to him the said Hugh Huddy, his executors, ad- 
ministrators and assigns and their deputys, for the term of 
fourteen years, without any account, rent or other thing to 
be yielded and paid to us, our heirs and successors. Save 
only one shilling current money of the said province of 
New Jersey, to be paid at Burlington upon the Feast-day 
of the Annunciation of the blessed Virgin Mary, yearly if 
demanded. So that no man may keep, use or employ any 
stage coach or stage coaches, waggon or waggons, or any 
other carrage or carrages, for the transportation of goods 
and passengers, or either of them from Burlington aforesaid 
to Amboy aforesaid or to Burlington aforesaid during the 
said fourteen years, without the leave and good will of the 
said Hugh Huddy, his executors and administrators upon 
pain of our highest displeasure, and fine and punishment 
as offenders, in case of such voluntary contempt shall de- 
serve. 

" In testimony whereof we have caused the seale of our 
said province of New Jersey to be hereunto affixed. "Wit- 
ness our trusty and well beloved cousin, Edward Viscount 
Cornbury, Captain-General and Governor-in-Ohief of the 
Province of New Jersey, New York and all the territories 
and tracts of land depending thereon in America, and Vice- 
Admiral of the same at our ft'ort in New York this eleventh 
day of April, 1706, in the fifth year of our reign. 

" By his Excellency's command. 

" J. Bass, Sec." 

This line of stages, taken in connection with the ferry 
privileges given to John Reeve, and the packets from Perth 
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Amboy to New York, were no doubt at that day the only 
means of public conveyance between Philadelphia and New 
York. The tortuous course of the road from Burlington 
to Perth Amboy as it was followed then, passing as it did 
around the head of streams, avoiding hills and marshy land, 
has not been known for several generations. The time con- 
sumed in going from one point to the other was not counted 
by hours, but occupied days and nights of constant travel, 
and strangely in contrast with the rapidity and comfort 
given by railroads and steamboats at present. This was 
before the days of mails and express companies ; it was be- 
fore Thomas Neals, by royal patent, was appointed Post- 
master-General of "Virginia and other parts of North 
America," and half a century before Benjamin Franklin 
was selected by the King to fill the same office. As late as 
1791 there were only six post-offices in New Jersey, and 
none south of Trenton. 



